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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION — WATER RESOURCE INQUIRY 

Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.53 pm]: I move — 

That the Standing Committee on Public Administration investigate — 

(1) The social, economic and environmental values and costs of recreation access, where possible, 
to Perth hills and south west drinking water catchments, including the costs and benefits to 
public health, water quality, recreation, Indigenous culture and management options. 

(2) State, interstate and international legislation, policy and practice for recreation within public 
drinking water source areas, including information relating to population health benefits and 
impacts. 

(3) The range of community views on the value of water and recreation in public drinking water 
source areas. 

(4) The costs and benefits of alternative water quality management strategies and treatment for 
water catchments containing recreation. 

(5) Possible recreation sites or opportunities available outside the Perth hills and south west 
drinking water catchments. 

The committee is to report to the house not later than 1 July 2010. 

I moved the motion standing in my name so that the Standing Committee on Public Administration can 
investigate a range of issues relating to the conflict that exists between drinking water sources, or catchments, 
and their use for recreational purposes.  

Members may be aware that we have in Western Australia a requirement that if a water catchment area is to be 
used for residential drinking purposes, no recreational activity can occur on that body of water. Alternatively, if a 
catchment or body of water is used for recreational purposes, it cannot be used for residential use. Classic cases 
in respect of the latter are Lake Argyle and Lake Kununurra, both of which are used for recreation and other 
purposes, such as fishing. Those bodies of water cannot be used for residential purposes. Therefore, the great 
irony of Lake Kununurra is that it has probably the largest body of water in the southern hemisphere that could 
be used for a range of purposes, but it cannot be used for residential purposes because it is used for recreation. 
Indeed, members may not be aware that the water supply from Kununurra comes from underground bores 
located adjacent to Lake Kununurra. Regrettably, the bore field is a P1 reserve under Water Corporation 
regulations; therefore, probably the most attractive tract of land in Kununurra for development cannot be touched 
because of this requirement for water to come from that underground source. I mention that as an example of the 
difficulty that we have in dealing with these matters. 

I guess this issue really came to the fore when the previous government determined that the water in Logue 
Brook Dam, which was originally used for recreational purposes, would be available for the integrated water 
system. As a result of that, we were informed that recreation could no longer continue to occur at Logue Brook 
Dam. That caused a great deal of consternation in the community for all sorts of reasons, one being that people 
are clearly attracted to bodies of water of that nature for recreational activities. It has always seemed to me that it 
is not beyond the wit of mankind to enable people to pursue recreational activities on these water bodies and to 
enable the water to be used for domestic purposes. It may be that it is a question of costs; I do not really know. 
The Water Corporation has always said that if we allow recreational activity, the cost of treating that water is 
very significant. Therefore, from a cost point of view, the Water Corporation considers it not to be an appropriate 
way to go. The government has a view that this matter ought to be investigated. The Minister for Water and the 
Minister for Sport and Recreation, both of whom have a particular interest in this matter, coming from both sides 
of the argument, believe it would be appropriate for a committee of Parliament to investigate this matter. As is 
my wont, I suggested to them that the best place to get a good outcome is from the Legislative Council, and to 
have a Legislative Council standing committee investigate this matter and provide a competent, thorough, in-
depth, well-thought-out and generally quite outstanding report. With that explanation, therefore, there was no 
way in the world that the ministers would contemplate a committee of the Legislative Assembly dealing with a 
matter of this substance. It was therefore agreed by the ministers and I that I would seek the approval of this 
chamber to have the Standing Committee on Public Administration investigate these matters; that committee, in 
my view, being the most appropriate committee to look at this matter. I understand from the Chairman of the 
Public Administration Committee that the committee is not as enthusiastic as I am about this, but the members of 
the committee believe that within their busy schedule they could probably do a good job on it anyway. 
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Hon Max Trenorden: Leader of the House, any direction given to us by the house, obviously, will remain. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Of course, and that is the way it works. However, I do hope that Hon Max 
Trenorden’s committee is prepared to accept this, because I do not think sending it off to the Standing 
Committee on Legislation or some other committee is appropriate. I looked at the terms of reference of the 
various committees and it seemed to me that this was the most appropriate committee to deal with this matter. 
The motion, therefore, requires the committee to investigate a range of matters. They include the social, 
economic and environmental values and costs of recreation access to Perth hills and south west drinking water 
catchments, including the costs and benefits to public health, water quality, recreation, Indigenous culture and 
management options.  

The motion also requires the committee to investigate state, interstate and international legislation, which I found 
to be a very attractive term of reference when the word “international” was mentioned. I thought that might have 
been an encouragement to somebody to be involved in this. It means investigating what happens in the state, 
what happens interstate and what happens internationally in respect of these matters. I am told that there are 
quite different views about the way in which we manage these bodies of water and how the water can be used for 
domestic purposes. The motion also requires the committee to investigate a range of community views on this 
matter; to investigate the costs, benefits and so on attached to how it might be managed and how water might be 
treated in the event we go down this path; and to investigate some other recreation sites available outside the 
Perth hills and the south west that could provide water catchments for drinking water. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I will conclude my comments by saying that the government is keen for the Standing 
Committee on Public Administration to investigate these matters. The motion does not take one side or the other 
on how these water sources might be used. We think it is a very useful exercise for a parliamentary committee to 
investigate these two competing interests and to come back to the house in due course with a recommendation on 
the way the government should go in the future. I look forward with great interest to the committee’s report not 
later than 1 July 2010, if that is at all possible. 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [7.32 pm]: The opposition will not oppose this motion, although it 
has a view that there is probably enough information available and that sufficient consultation has been 
undertaken over time to allow the government to make a decision on this issue.  

In my time as Minister for Fisheries, the Department of Fisheries put in a submission to the Department of Water 
on recreational fishing in dams from which the water is used for drinking water. The Leader of the House 
referred in his opening remarks to what many people see as a contradiction with the Ord River being used for 
recreational fishing, commercial fishing and other recreational purposes, including sailing, however it cannot be 
used for drinking water for that town. The state has been put to the extra expense of running and maintaining a 
bore to provide water to that town. The state is rapidly running out of cheap recreational alternatives.  

As a member of the Standing Committee on Public Administration, I suppose I am giving the house an 
indication of my thoughts on this issue. Those members who have stayed at the Karri Valley Resort would know 
what a fantastic facility it is. I would like to see similar facilities throughout the region. I would certainly like to 
see more caravan parks. I cannot see why we cannot have recreational fishing in most of the reservoirs. The 
Department of Water told me when I was Minister for Fisheries that there was a risk of pollution to reservoirs 
from outboard motors. Battery operated motors could be used. There should be no impediment to sailing.  

Any idea that perhaps the recreational use of dams would have the potential of increasing the risk of pollution in 
dams is a false assumption. I would argue that a reservoir is protected if many people use it. In some cases, 
particularly around Collie, some of the reservoirs that people are no longer allowed to use are full of weed. If 
people were using these reservoirs for recreational purposes, the weed would not be there because the pressure 
would be on people to remove it.  

In other jurisdictions people are allowed to use water reserves. The Warragamba Dam and Prospect Reservoir in 
New South Wales are exceptions, but people are allowed to fish in the reservoirs further south. In fact, some of 
them are stocked with trout.  

My father-in-law wrote a book on the use of dams for recreational fishing, which was sponsored by Shimano 
Australia. He was the public relations guy at the time for the New South Wales’ water resources minister. It is a 
good book. It tells people which dams to use and the lure and gear that would be suitable. It is quite good.  

I am a member of the standing committee and I am happy to consider this issue. As I said, the opposition will not 
oppose this motion. However, there is enough evidence, both within the jurisdiction and from the work that has 
been done within the state, for the government to make a decision. I understand that there is an argument for 
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people to be able to participate more by expressing their views. With those few words, the opposition will not 
oppose the motion moved by the Leader of the House.  

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [7.37 pm]: The Greens (WA) will support this motion. We 
recognise that it has great significance for the entire south west of the state. I also note that it has particular 
significance for my electorate, East Metropolitan Region.  

An addition that possibly would be useful to consider is to look at the impact of housing and other developments 
as they are encroaching into our water catchment areas. Perhaps that is a debate for another time.  

Hon Norman Moore: It is.  

Hon ALISON XAMON: Yes, I agree.  

The issue of how we will utilise our water catchments for public recreation while also ensuring that their 
integrity as water catchments is maintained is an essential discussion to be having. It is also timely particularly in 
the light of our steadily drying climate as a result of climate change. I suspect that a lot of groups would like to 
have input into this discussion.  

I note the lengthy time frame that has been put in place for the committee to report back to this house. I read that 
as meaning that the intention is to have a thorough investigation into these matters. I trust this will ensure that the 
matters will be subject to broad public consultation. Hopefully that is part of the guidance that this house will 
give to the committee for its discussions. We support the motion.  

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [7.38 pm]: The Nationals also 
support this motion. I agree with the sentiments of the other speakers; that is, it is a matter that needs 
consideration in Western Australia. Hon Mia Davies and I were recently in Gladstone, Queensland, where a very 
large dam that supplies water to Gladstone is also the key recreational facility in that area. It seems unusual or 
strange that those two activities cannot be mixed, particularly with modern technology, to bring water up to 
drinking standards. I know that there was a big debate in Queensland not long ago about bringing sewerage 
water to drinking standards. A little bit of recreation on a lake should not affect the water that is used for human 
consumption. This is an issue that we need to look at, particularly, as Hon Alison Xamon noted, as water is a 
very precious commodity and we need to ensure that we use it to its fullest. The Nationals will support this 
motion.  

Question put and passed. 
 


